



Citrus Health Response Program (CHRP)
Abandoned Grove Initiative

Overview and Timeline

March 2, 2009

Recognizing the pest and disease risks associated with abandoned citrus groves, and in follow up to the recommendations from the  committee appointed by Florida Citrus Mutual, the CHRP has developed the following initiative.

Objective:
To help mitigate the impact of citrus pest and diseases with emphasis on citrus canker, citrus greening and related insects by identifying abandoned groves and working cooperatively with county tax assessor offices and property owners’ regarding abatement options and tax incentives.

Definition of Abandoned Groves (Checklist)

· No commercial fruit harvest during the last two seasons

· No production care during the past two years, including weed control and mowing

· Grove use transferred to other use, but some live trees still present (pine trees or livestock)

Outline of Actions to be Taken:

Phase I:
Collect and verify data on the location and ownership of abandoned citrus grove properties with emphasis on areas in and around commercial citrus production (time to complete:  one to two months).
Growers who know of and have specific concerns about abandoned grove properties in their general vicinity can report information to their local CHRP office (see attached office contact information).

Property owners who have abandoned groves may also contact the CHRP office nearest their grove location to obtain more information on abandoned grove abatement options and CHRP compliance qualifications for agricultural land classification eligibility for tax purposes.
Phase II:
Representatives from the regional CHRP offices will begin to contact abandoned grove property owners to determine the current and proposed future disposition of the land.  The need to remove the abandoned citrus will be explained along with options for tree removal and the tax incentives if appropriate action is taken.  (Beginning in March or April)
Abandoned groves that are abated via tree removal or killing trees in place to eliminate pest and disease reservoirs is considered a bonified agricultural practice within the CHRP.  By taking action to remove abandoned citrus groves via an agricultural practice, property owners will remain under compliance agreement and within the CHRP guidelines.
Agricultural land tax exemption – The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ interpretation and position on Section 193.461(7), Florida Statutes, is that if you have a valid CHRP compliance agreement in good standing, then the property covered by the agreement is considered in agricultural use, thus for tax purposes is eligible for agricultural land use classification.

More Details of the Plan:

1. NASS will provide data on existing abandoned groves they have identified statewide which will be combined and verified  with existing CHRP information.
2.  FDACS- DPI abandoned grove data will be sent out to each CHRP field station according to their respective jurisdictions.  Field Station personnel will contact local citrus organizations to help identify abandoned grove owners.

3. Survey crews will be assigned to go out and see the boundaries of the  identified abandoned properties.

4. Data will be organized to generate spreadsheets and maps by county in order to schedule surveys. (NOTE:  Concentrate on the groves that appear truly abandoned first, questionable ones can be addressed later).

5. Concurrently with Step 1, identify and select personnel who will be trained to make contact with abandoned grove owners to discuss the initiative with them.

6. Arrange for training personnel in customer service and provide a script that will help to explain the state’s involvement in the plan.  Provide questions for the employees to use when interviewing the abandoned grove owners.  Develop Frequently Asked Questions.
7. Field office personnel contact/meet with grove owners and question them, i.e.:

· What, if anything, are they doing to maintain the grove?

· Picking fruit?

· What are their intentions for the property for the future?

8. Based on the answers, surveyors can discuss our recommendations with them.

a. Explain abandoned grove is a refuge for pests and disease detrimental to the industry and to your neighbor’s grove

b. Explain grove must be in compliance with CHRP guidelines or your agricultural tax status will be in jeopardy.
c. Agricultural tax can be maintained if CHRP verifies the trees are removed or killed.

d. Explain the importance of being a good neighbor in eliminating pest and disease refuse and breeding sites in abandoned citrus.
e. Develop a handout on approved methods and products of the abandoned grove allotment abatement. 
9. If growers follow the recommendations, they are:

· Supporting / helping the industry.

· May retain their current CA status and thus qualifying for agricultural land tax status.

Questions or further information on this initiative should be directed to Jim Heidegger, Chief for the Division of Plant Industry’s (DPI) Bureau of Pest Eradication and Control, email address heidegj@doacs.state.fl.us, telephone (863) 298-7718; or Richard Gaskalla, DPI Director, email address gaskalr@doacs.state.fl.us, telephone (352) 372-3505, Ext. 106.
CITRUS HEALTH RESPONSE PROGRAM

Office Contact Information

Administration:  

Jim Heidegger, Bureau Chief – (863) 298-7719 or CP (863) 412-0335

Rusty Noah, Asst. Bureau Chief and Field Operations – (239) 658-3684

Lee Vanmorkhoven, Administration – (863) 298-5246 or CP: (863) 227-0159

Mark Estes, Statewide Regulatory Director – (863) 298-7723

CHRP FIELD OFFICES:

AVON PARK – Keith Richards: CP (863) 443-1194 (Highlands, Desoto, Hardee Counties)
3397 U.S. 27 South

Avon Park, Florida 33825

TEL
(863) 314-5900

FAX
(863) 314-5911

IMMOKALEE – Paul Mears: CP (239) 707-6084 (Charlotte, Collier, Hendry, Lee, Glades, Sarasota, Palm Beach, Broward, South Florida Counties)

424 East New Market Road, Unit 10

Immokalee, Florida 34142

TEL
(239) 658-3684

FAX
(239) 658-3692

TAVARES – Mark Couture: CP (407) 509-7517 (Lake, Alachua, North Brevard, Citrus, Flagler, Hernando, Marion, Orange, Pasco, Putnam, Seminole, Sumter, Volusia, North Florida Counties) 

4129 County Road 561

Tavares, Florida 32778


TEL (352) 253-4547 / 253-4548
FAX (352) 253-4549

VERO BEACH / FORT PIERCE – Drew Keith: CP (772) 216-5043 (St. Lucie, Okeechobee, Martin, Indian River, South Brevard Counties)

8075 20th Street 
Vero Beach, FL  32966
TEL
(772) 778-5069
FAX
(772) 778-5048

WINTER HAVEN – Jeremy Gilbert:  CP   (863) 227-0160 (Polk, Osceola, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee Counties)

3027 Lake Alfred Road

Winter Haven, Florida 33881-1438

TEL
(863) 298-7777

FAX
(863) 291-5219

Citrus Nursery Inspection Program - Justin Ezell, Program Manager (863) 298-7720
Winter Haven Office:

Jason Johnson, Supervisor – (863) 298-5249 or CP (863) 443-7270

Nuoc Dang – (863) 298-4469 or CP (863) 412-9014

Johnny Yates – (863) 298-7717 or CP (863) 412-8827
Avon Park Office:
Donald Taylor – (863) 421-3228 or CP (863) 412-9030

Craig Landress – (863) 314-5900 or CP (863) 412-8737
Gainesville Office:
Peter Carbon (352) 372-3505, Extension 151 or CP (863) 412-8546
USDA-Mike Hornyak:  (954) 327-7813

Mike Cooper, Office Secretary:   (954) 797-6905

 

CITRUS CANKER HOTLINE:
(800) 282-5153 or (352) 334-0970

OTHER CELL PHONE NUMBERS

Denise Feiber

(352) 235-0036 

Debra Martinez
(954) 658-6102

Mark Fagan

(954) 410-4119
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